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Rat Kiley is a pretty normal and jovial person compared to the other characters. The war, however, starts eating at him when he witnesses his best friend Curt lemon die painfully after being blown up into pieces by a rigged 105mm artillery shell. This event that robs him of his sanity. It sparks a change, a change for the worse.
Rat Kiley starts doing ruthless things such as torturing innocent animals and ends up shooting himself in the foot to leave Vietnam.
Memories of Linda's dead body in a casket hinder O'Brien from shaking the dead man's hand. He understands that the soldiers in the war just try to normalize death but in reality it hounds them.
Linda is a nine-year old girl and a girlfriend to  Tim. Nine year-old Tim is in love with Linda and though young, their love has all shadings and complexities of mature love.
Linda wears a red stocking cap to cover her slowly balding head due to brain tumors.
Tim feels guilty because Linda's innocence is lost when Nick reveals her condition but he is not in a position to help her. Also, it pains him that it's also Nick that announces Linda's death.
Linda succumbs to the brain tumor.
Although Linda dies, Linda and Tim continue to see and talk to Linda in his visions. It is through these visions that O'Brien gets muse to write. He writes to "keep to Linda alive."
[bookmark: _GoBack]Besides Linda, O'Brien uses his stories to keep himself alive. O'Brien's life itself is the culmination of his past relationships with all of the people who have been a part of it--both past, present, and future--then keeping them alive does the same for himself. This is illustrated by,(O’brien,2009) "I'll never die. I'm skimming across the surface of my own history,… I realize it is as Tim trying to save Timmy's life with a story."
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